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Bureau of Environmental Services 
AGRICULTURAL BURNING REQUEST 

 
Chapter 511, Section 511-703(4) states the City of Indianapolis may grant approval for open 
burning of plant life grown on the premises in the course of agricultural operations, when it can 
be shown that such open burning is necessary and that no fire hazard will occur, provided the 
person intending to dispose of plant life by open burning shall obtain approval from the fire 
department which has jurisdiction and from the City of Indianapolis.  The following restrictions 
shall apply to all burning variances: 
 

1. The applicant must demonstrate that alternative disposal methods are impractical or are prohibitively 

expensive. 

2. Only plant life grown on premises in the course of agricultural operations can be burned. 

3. Burning must occur on property zoned for agricultural purposes (D-A).  Only material that was naturally 

generated by agricultural operation may be burned. 

4. The material must be in one pile and the aggregate amount of burn material must not exceed twenty (20) 

feet in diameter and six (6) feet in height. 

5. An adequate water supply or a means of fire extinguishment must be maintained throughout the course of 

the burn. 

6. The fire must be attended at all times by the applicant. 

7. Applicant must stipulate specific date and time of burn and an alternative date and time when filing 

request. 

8. The applicant must notify the Section, (317) 327-2236, and the fire department of jurisdiction prior to 

burning. 

9. Burning must occur outside of thirty (30) feet from any structures or combustible material. 

10. Burning is allowed only on days when the wind speed is greater than 5 mph but less than 20 mph. 

11. No flammable liquids may be used to initiate or enhance burning. 

12. Burning must be accomplished in one day between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Fires must be 

extinguished by 7:00 p.m. on the same day. 

13. Burning must be stopped if the burn unreasonably interferes with another individual's comfortable 

enjoyment of life and property. 

14. An approval may only be requested once every six months. 
 
The applicant must complete the request and affected parties form. 


